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Section 1. Background 

Action on Climate in Teignbridge (ACT) was set up in response to Teignbridge District Council’s (TDC) 

declaration of a Climate Emergency.  It was formed following a very successful public information 

and consultation event on the 4
th

 July 2019, which had 200 attendees, despite being called at limited 

notice. Those attendees included representatives from TDC, parish councils, education, health and 

businesses, a wide range of community sector environment-related groups, and Teignbridge 

residents. 

ACT, which is in the process of incorporating as community interest company, has a coordination 

group and several thematic working groups.  It has 170 members on its mailing list and a further 150 

on its very active Facebook group.  Many town and parish councillors are involved, increasingly 

representing councils which have passed their own climate emergency resolutions, held often packed 

public meetings (as in Bishopsteignton, where 80 people filled the hall to capacity), and are 

developing parish-wide or trans-parish initiatives..  ACT membership is spread widely across the 

district. 

ACT has met Jackie Hook, TDC climate emergency portfolio holder and David Eaton, climate 

emergency lead officer, on several occasions, to discuss a joint approach for delivering on the TDC 

declaration.  We have also gathered over 150 proposals for possible action from members of the 

community, which has been passed to the council. 

The coordination group is confident that ACT can help both TDC and everyone in Teignbridge achieve 

the goal of net zero carbon emissions by 2025.  This proposal describes ACT’s vision, mission and 

objectives, and proposes a partnership with the council.  Finally, it provides an provisional timeline 

for getting the relationship established. 

 

Section 2. ACT’s vision, mission, principles and objectives  

The following is in draft, pending discussion and approval by ACT’s membership. 

2.1 Vision 

A low carbon Teignbridge where residents are actively engaged in building communities and economies 

which are sustainable, resilient and healthy 

2.2 Mission 

To assist, encourage and help facilitate Teignbridge District Council and all interested town and parish 

councils, community groups and Teignbridge residents to achieve carbon neutrality by 2025 

2.3 Principles 

ACT will follow the following principles as it undertakes its mission: 

1. reducing the speed and effects of climate change should be at heart of all actions 

2. community participation is essential  

3. bold, innovative and far-reaching initiatives are required 

4. of openness, inclusivity, respect and democracy 

2.4 Objectives 

We will realise our mission through achieving the following objectives: 

1. To support Teignbridge District Council to ensure its Climate Emergency Declaration is reflected 

in all its policies, decisions and activities 

2. To support town and parish councils to implement initiatives in response to their climate 

emergency declarations 
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3. To inspire and enable organisations and residents across Teignbridge to develop and implement 

initiatives which contribute significantly to achieving our mission 

4. In pursuing its other objectives, to recognise the value of infrastructural change working at scale, 

assisting people experiencing deprivation and ensuring initiatives are socially and financially 

sustainable 

 

Section 3. Proposal for a partnership between TDC and ACT 

The challenge of reaching net zero carbon emissions by 2025 is enormous.  While the council is to be 

congratulated on passing the declaration which lays out this goal, it clearly cannot reach it alone.  It 

will be able to act in those areas which are within its remit, though it is likely to need considerable 

support to ensure, for example, that all planning decisions, or new town centre developments, are in 

line with the goal.    

In the many areas for which the council does not have direct responsibility, such as transport, food, 

farming and forestry, it will need the expertise, resources and lobbying capacity of partners.  One key 

partnership is already in place, with the Devon Climate Emergency Response Group.  ACT proposes a 

second, between the council and itself.  The partnership could have these benefits for the council: 

1. A designated single point of contact with a community-led umbrella organisation, which would 

facilitate communications to and from community organisations and residents. 

2. The ability to obtain informed comment on the climate-related implications of its new policies or 

initiatives at an early stage. 

3. Access to additional expertise and delivery capacity obtained through grant funding, which the 

council could not access alone.  An example might be a grant from the National Lottery Climate 

Action Fund. 

4. Developing and delivering new initiatives with enthusiastic and informed partners drawn from 

the Teignbridge community and national specialist partners (such as Sustain, Sustrans and 

Regen). 

5. Being able to evidence community support for policy change regionally (for example, by the 

Heart of the South West Local Economic Partnership) and nationally. 

6. The ability to realise all of the above benefits, from an organisation comprising people with huge 

enthusiasm, knowledge and passion to achieve the goal, at no direct cost to the council. 

Some of these benefits will take time to realise, or are dependent on ACT being able to access resources 

itself.  Nevertheless, ACT believes that the proposed partnership offers one of the main ways in which the 

council will be able to demonstrate considerable progress towards the goal over the coming years. 

Section 4. Timeline 

The following figure summarises the steps ACT plans to take over the next 12 months to become a 

sustainable organisation capable of supporting a range of initiatives to deliver zero carbon emissions by 

2025, in partnership with the council. 

Figure 1: ACT Year 1 Timeline 

 

 




